
M.R. 3140

IN THE

SUPREME COURT

OF

THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Order entered November 28, 2012.

(Deleted material is struck through and new material is underscored, except in
Supreme Court Rule 10-101, which is entirely new.)

Effective January 1, 2013, Supreme Court Rules 201 and 604 are amended, and
effective immediately  Supreme Court Rule 756 is amended and Supreme Court Rule
10-101 is adopted, as follows.

Amended Rule 201

Rule 201. General Discovery Provisions

(a) Discovery Methods. Information is obtainable as provided in these rules
through any of the following discovery methods: depositions upon oral examination
or written questions, written interrogatories to parties, discovery of documents,
objects or tangible things, inspection of real estate, requests to admit and physical and
mental examination of persons. Duplication of discovery methods to obtain the same
information should be avoided.

(b) Scope of Discovery.

(1) Full Disclosure Required. Except as provided in these rules, a party may
obtain by discovery full disclosure regarding any matter relevant to the subject
matter involved in the pending action, whether it relates to the claim or defense
of the party seeking disclosure or of any other party, including the existence,
description, nature, custody, condition, and location of any documents or
tangible things, and the identity and location of persons having knowledge of
relevant facts. The word “documents,” as used in these rules, includes, but is not
limited to, papers, photographs, films, recordings, memoranda, books, records,
accounts, communications and all retrievable information in computer storage.



(2) Privilege and Work Product. All matters that are privileged against
disclosure on the trial, including privileged communications between a party or
his agent and the attorney for the party, are privileged against disclosure through
any discovery procedure. Material prepared by or for a party in preparation for
trial is subject to discovery only if it does not contain or disclose the theories,
mental impressions, or litigation plans of the party’s attorney. The court may
apportion the cost involved in originally securing the discoverable material,
including when appropriate a reasonable attorney’s fee, in such manner as is just.

(3) Consultant. A consultant is a person who has been retained or specially
employed in anticipation of litigation or preparation for trial but who is not to
be called at trial. The identity, opinions, and work product of a consultant are
discoverable only upon a showing of exceptional circumstances under which it
is impracticable for the party seeking discovery to obtain facts or opinions on the
same subject matter by other means.

(c) Prevention of Abuse.

(1) Protective Orders. The court may at any time on its own initiative, or on
motion of any party or witness, make a protective order as justice requires,
denying, limiting, conditioning, or regulating discovery to prevent unreasonable
annoyance, expense, embarrassment, disadvantage, or oppression.

(2) Supervision of Discovery. Upon the motion of any party or witness, on
notice to all parties, or on its own initiative without notice, the court may
supervise all or any part of any discovery procedure.

(d) Time Discovery May Be Initiated. Prior to the time all defendants have
appeared or are required to appear, no discovery procedure shall be noticed or
otherwise initiated without leave of court granted upon good cause shown.

(e) Sequence of Discovery. Unless the court upon motion, for the convenience
of parties and witnesses and in the interests of justice, orders otherwise, methods of
discovery may be used in any sequence, and the fact that a party is conducting
discovery shall not operate to delay any other party’s discovery.

(f) Diligence in Discovery. The trial of a case shall not be delayed to permit
discovery unless due diligence is shown.

(g) Discovery in Small Claims. Discovery in small claims cases is subject to
Rule 287.

(h) Discovery in Ordinance Violation Cases. In suits for violation of municipal
ordinances where the penalty is a fine only no discovery procedure shall be used prior
to trial except by leave of court.
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(i) Stipulations. If the parties so stipulate, discovery may take place before any
person, for any purpose, at any time or place, and in any manner.

(j) Effect of Discovery Disclosure. Disclosure of any matter obtained by
discovery is not conclusive, but may be contradicted by other evidence.

(k) Reasonable Attempt to Resolve Differences Required. The parties shall
facilitate discovery under these rules and shall make reasonable attempts to resolve
differences over discovery. Every motion with respect to discovery shall incorporate
a statement that counsel responsible for trial of the case after personal consultation
and reasonable attempts to resolve differences have been unable to reach an accord
or that opposing counsel made himself or herself unavailable for personal
consultation or was unreasonable in attempts to resolve differences.

(l) Discovery Pursuant to Personal Jurisdiction Motion. 

(1) While a motion filed under section 2-301 of the Code of Civil Procedure is
pending, a party may obtain discovery only on the issue of the court’s jurisdiction
over the person of the defendant unless: (a) otherwise agreed by the parties; or (b)
ordered by the court upon a showing of good cause by the party seeking the discovery
that specific discovery is required on other issues.

(2) An objecting party’s participation in a hearing regarding discovery, or in
discovery as allowed by this rule, shall not constitute a waiver of that party’s
objection to the court’s jurisdiction over the person of the objecting party.

(m) Filing Materials with the Clerk of the Circuit Court. No discovery may
be filed with the clerk of the circuit court except by order of court. Local rules shall
not require the filing of discovery. Any party serving discovery shall file a certificate
of service of discovery document.

(n) Claims of Privilege. When information or documents are withheld from
disclosure or discovery on a claim that they are privileged pursuant to a common law
or statutory privilege, any such claim shall be made expressly and shall be supported
by a description of the nature of the documents, communications or things not
produced or disclosed and the exact privilege which is being claimed.

(o) Filing of Discovery Requests to Nonparties. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, a copy of any discovery request under these rules to any nonparty shall be
filed with the clerk in accord with Rule 104(b).

(p) Asserting Privilege or Work Product Following Discovery Disclosure.
If information inadvertently produced in discovery is subject to a claim of privilege
or of work-product protection, the party making the claim may notify any party that
received the information of the claim and the basis for it. After being notified, each
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receiving party must promptly return, sequester, or destroy the specified information
and any copies; must not use or disclose the information until the claim is resolved;
must take reasonable steps to retrieve the information if the receiving party disclosed
the information to third parties before being notified; and may promptly present the
information to the court under seal for a determination of the claim. The producing
party must also preserve the information until the claim is resolved.

Amended effective September 1, 1974; amended September 29, 1978, effective
November 1, 1978; amended January 5, 1981, effective February 1, 1981; amended
May 28, 1982, effective July 1, 1982; amended June 19, 1989, effective August 1,
1989; amended June 1, 1995, effective January 1, 1996; amended March 28, 2002,
effective July 1, 2002; amended Oct. 24, 2012, effective Jan. 1, 2013; amended Nov.
28, 2012, eff. Jan. 1, 2013.

Amended Rule 604

Rule 604. Appeals from Certain Judgments and Orders

(a) Appeals by the State.

(1) When State May Appeal. In criminal cases the State may appeal only
from an order or judgment the substantive effect of which results in dismissing
a charge for any of the grounds enumerated in section 114–1 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure of 1963; arresting judgment because of a defective
indictment, information or complaint; quashing an arrest or search warrant;
suppressing evidence; decertifying a prosecution as a capital case on the grounds
enumerated in section 9–1(h-5) of the Criminal Code of 1961; or finding that the
defendant is mentally retarded after a hearing conducted pursuant to section
114–15(b) of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963.

(2) Leave to Appeal by State. The State may petition for leave to appeal
under Rule 315(a).

(3) Release of Defendant Pending Appeal. A defendant shall not be held in
jail or to bail during the pendency of an appeal by the State, or of a petition or
appeal by the State under Rule 315(a), unless there are compelling reasons for
his or her continued detention or being held to bail.

(4) Time Appeal Pending Not Counted. The time during which an appeal by
the State is pending is not counted for the purpose of determining whether an
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accused is entitled to discharge under section 103–5 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure of 1963.

(b) Appeals When Defendant Placed Under Supervision or Sentenced to
Probation, Conditional Discharge or Periodic Imprisonment. A defendant who
has been placed under supervision or found guilty and sentenced to probation or
conditional discharge (see 730 ILCS 5/5-6-1 through 5-6-4), or to periodic
imprisonment (see 730 ILCS 5/5-7-1 through 5-7-8), may appeal from the judgment
and may seek review of the conditions of supervision, or of the finding of guilt or the
conditions of the sentence, or both. He or she may also appeal from an order
modifying the conditions of or revoking such an order or sentence.

(c) Appeals From Bail Orders by Defendant Before Conviction.

(1) Appealability of Order With Respect to Bail. Before conviction a
defendant may appeal to the Appellate Court from an order setting, modifying,
revoking, denying, or refusing to modify bail or the conditions thereof. As a
prerequisite to appeal the defendant shall first present to the trial court a written
motion for the relief to be sought on appeal. The motion shall be verified by the
defendant and shall state the following:

(i) the defendant’s financial condition;

(ii) his or her residence addresses and employment history for the past 10
years;

(iii) his or her occupation and the name and address of his or her
employer, if he or she is employed, or his or her school, if he or she is in
school;

(iv) his or her family situation; and

(v) any prior criminal record and any other relevant facts.

If the order is entered upon motion of the prosecution, the defendant’s
verified answer to the motion shall contain the foregoing information.

(2) Procedure. The appeal may be taken at any time before conviction by
filing a verified motion for review in the Appellate Court. The motion for review
shall be accompanied by a verified copy of the motion or answer filed in the trial
court and shall state the following:

(i) the court that entered the order;

(ii) the date of the order;

(iii) the crime or crimes charged;

(iv) the amount and condition of bail;
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(v) the arguments supporting the motion; and

(vi) the relief sought.

No brief shall be filed. A copy of the motion shall be served upon the
opposing party. The State may promptly file an answer.

(3) Disposition. Upon receipt of the motion, the clerk shall immediately
notify the opposing party by telephone of the filing of the motion, entering the
date and time of the notification on the docket, and promptly thereafter present
the motion to the court.

(4) Report of Proceedings. The court, on its own motion or on the motion of
any party, may order court reporting personnel as defined in Rule 46 to file in the
Appellate Court a report of all proceedings had in the trial court on the question
of bail.

(5) No Oral Argument. No oral argument shall be permitted except when
ordered on the court’s own motion.

(d) Appeal by Defendant From a Judgment Entered Upon a Plea of Guilty.
No appeal from a judgment entered upon a plea of guilty shall be taken unless the
defendant, within 30 days of the date on which sentence is imposed, files in the trial
court a motion to reconsider the sentence, if only the sentence is being challenged,
or, if the plea is being challenged, a motion to withdraw the plea of guilty and vacate
the judgment. No appeal shall be taken upon a negotiated plea of guilty challenging
the sentence as excessive unless the defendant, within 30 days of the imposition of
sentence, files a motion to withdraw the plea of guilty and vacate the judgment. For
purposes of this rule, a negotiated plea of guilty is one in which the prosecution has
bound itself to recommend a specific sentence, or a specific range of sentence, or
where the prosecution has made concessions relating to the sentence to be imposed
and not merely to the charge or charges then pending. The motion shall be in writing
and shall state the grounds therefor. When the motion is based on facts that do not
appear of record it shall be supported by affidavit. The motion shall be presented
promptly to the trial judge by whom the defendant was sentenced, and if that judge
is then not sitting in the court in which the judgment was entered, then to the chief
judge of the circuit, or to such other judge as the chief judge shall designate. The trial
court shall then determine whether the defendant is represented by counsel, and if the
defendant is indigent and desires counsel, the trial court shall appoint counsel. If the
defendant is indigent, the trial court shall order a copy of the transcript as provided
in Rule 402(e) be furnished the defendant without cost. The defendant’s attorney
shall file with the trial court a certificate stating that the attorney has consulted with
the defendant either by mail or in person to ascertain defendant’s contentions of error
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in the sentence or the entry of the plea of guilty, has examined the trial court file and
report of proceedings of the plea of guilty, and has made any amendments to the
motion necessary for adequate presentation of any defects in those proceedings. The
motion shall be heard promptly, and if allowed, the trial court shall modify the
sentence or vacate the judgment and permit the defendant to withdraw the plea of
guilty and plead anew. If the motion is denied, a notice of appeal from the judgment
and sentence shall be filed within the time allowed in Rule 606, measured from the
date of entry of the order denying the motion. Upon appeal any issue not raised by
the defendant in the motion to reconsider the sentence or withdraw the plea of guilty
and vacate the judgment shall be deemed waived.

(e) Appeal From an Order Finding Defendant Unfit to Stand Trial or Be
Sentenced. The defendant or the State may appeal to the Appellate Court from an
order holding the defendant unfit to stand trial or be sentenced.

(f) Appeal by Defendant on Grounds of Former Jeopardy. The defendant
may appeal to the Appellate Court the denial of a motion to dismiss a criminal
proceeding on grounds of former jeopardy.

(g) Appeal From an Order Granting a Motion to Disqualify Defense
Counsel. The defendant may petition for leave to appeal to the Appellate Court from
an order of the circuit court granting a motion to disqualify the attorney for the
defendant based on a conflict of interest. The procedure for bringing interlocutory
appeals pursuant to this subpart shall be the same as set forth in Supreme Court Rule
306(c).

Amended effective July 1, 1969; amended October 21, 1969, effective January 1, 1970;
amended effective October 1, 1970, July 1, 1971, November 30, 1972, September 1,
1974, and July 1, 1975; amended February 19, 1982, effective April 1, 1982; amended
June 15, 1982, effective July 1, 1982; amended August 9, 1983, effective October 1,
1983; amended April 1, 1992, effective August 1, 1992; amended October 5, 2000,
effective November 1, 2000; amended February 1, 2005, effective immediately;
amended December 13, 2005, effective immediately; amended February 10, 2006,
effective July 1, 2006; amended Nov. 28, 2012, eff. Jan. 1, 2013.

-7-



Amended Rule 756

Rule 756. Registration and Fees

(a) Annual Registration Required. Except as hereinafter provided, every
attorney admitted to practice law in this state shall register and pay an annual
registration fee to the Commission on or before the first day of January. Except as
provided below, all fees and penalties shall be retained as a part of the disciplinary
fund. The following schedule shall apply beginning with registration for 2013 and
until further order of the court:

(1) No registration fee is required of an attorney admitted to the bar less than
one year before the first day of January for which the registration fee is due; an
attorney admitted to the bar for more than one year but less than three years
before the first day of January for which the registration fee is due shall pay an
annual registration fee of $105; an attorney admitted to the bar for more than
three years before the first day of January for which the registration fee is due
shall pay an annual registration fee of $342, out of which $7 shall be remitted to
the Lawyers’ Assistance Program Fund, $95 shall be remitted to the Lawyers
Trust Fund, $15 shall be remitted to the Supreme Court Commission on
Professionalism, and $25 shall be remitted to the Client Protection Program
Trust Fund. For purposes of this rule, the time shall be computed from the date
of an attorney’s initial admission to practice in any jurisdiction in the United
States.

(2) An attorney in the Armed Forces of the United States shall be exempt
from paying a registration fee until the first day of January following discharge.

(3) An attorney who has reached the age of 75 years shall be excused from
the further payment of registration fees.

(4) No registration fee is required of any attorney during the period he or she
is serving in one of the following offices in the judicial branch:

(A) in the office of justice, judge, associate judge or magistrate of a court
of the United States of America or the State of Illinois; or

(B) in the office of judicial law clerk, administrative assistant, secretary
or assistant secretary to such a justice, judge, associate judge or magistrate,
or in any other office included within the Supreme Court budget that assists
the Supreme Court in its adjudicative responsibilities, provided that the
exemption applies only if the attorney is prohibited by the terms of his or her
employment from actively engaging in the practice of law.
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(5) An attorney may advise the Administrator in writing that he or she
desires to assume inactive status and, thereafter, register as an inactive status
attorney. The annual registration fee for an inactive status attorney shall be $105.
Upon such registration, the attorney shall be placed upon inactive status and
shall no longer be eligible to practice law or hold himself or herself out as being
authorized to practice law in this state, except as is provided in paragraph (j) of
this rule. An attorney who is on the master roll as an inactive status attorney may
advise the Administrator in writing that he or she desires to resume the practice
of law, and thereafter register as active upon payment of the registration fee
required under this rule and submission of verification from the Director of
MCLE that he or she has complied with MCLE requirements as set forth in Rule
790 et seq. If the attorney returns from inactive status after having paid the
inactive status fee for the year, the attorney shall pay the difference between the
inactive status registration fee and the registration fee required under paragraphs
(a)(1) through (a)(4) of this rule. Inactive status under this rule does not include
inactive disability status as described in Rules 757 and 758. Any lawyer on
inactive disability status is not required to pay an annual fee.

(6) An attorney may advise the Administrator in writing that he or she
desires to assume retirement status and, thereafter, register as a retired attorney.
Upon such registration, the attorney shall be placed upon retirement status and
shall no longer be eligible to practice law or hold himself or herself out as being
authorized to practice law in this state, except as is provided in paragraph (j) of
this rule. The retired attorney is relieved thereafter from the annual obligation to
register and pay the registration fee. A retired attorney may advise the
Administrator in writing that he or she desires to register as an active or inactive
status lawyer and, thereafter so register upon payment of the fee required for the
current year for that registration status, plus the annual registration fee that the
attorney would have been required to pay if registered as active for each of the
years during which the attorney was on retirement status. If the lawyer seeks to
register as active, he or she must also submit, as part of registering, verification
from the Director of MCLE of the lawyer’s compliance with MCLE
requirements as set forth in Rule 790 et seq.

(7) An attorney who is on voluntary inactive status pursuant to former Rule
770 who wishes to register for any year after 1999 shall file a petition for
restoration under Rule 759. If the petition is granted, the attorney shall advise the
Administrator in writing whether he or she wishes to register as active, inactive
or retired, and shall pay the fee required for that status for the year in which the
restoration order is entered. Any such attorney who petitions for restoration after
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December 31, 2000, shall pay a sum equal to the annual registration fees that the
attorney would have been required to pay for each full year after 1999 during
which the attorney remained on Rule 770 inactive status without payment of a
fee.

(8) Upon written application and for good cause shown, the Administrator
may excuse the payment of any registration fee in any case in which payment
thereof will cause undue hardship to the attorney.

(9) Permanent Retirement Status. An attorney may file a petition with the
court requesting that he or she be placed on permanent retirement status. All of
the provisions of retirement status enumerated in Rule 756(a)(6) shall apply,
except that an attorney who is granted permanent retirement status may not
thereafter change his or her registration designation to active or inactive status,
petition for reinstatement pursuant to Rule 767, or provide pro bono services as
otherwise allowed under paragraph (j) of this rule.

(A) The petition for permanent retirement status must be accompanied by
a consent from the Administrator, consenting to permanent retirement status.
If the petition is not accompanied by a consent from the Administrator, it
shall be denied.

(B) An attorney shall not be permitted to assume permanent retirement
status if:

1. there is a pending disciplinary proceeding against the attorney before the
Hearing Board or a complaint has been voted against the attorney by the
Inquiry Board;

2. there is a pending investigation against the attorney that involves:

a. an allegation that the attorney converted funds or misappropriated
funds or property of a client or third party;

b. an allegation that the attorney engaged in criminal conduct that
reflects adversely on the attorney’s honesty; or 

c. the alleged conduct resulted in or is likely to result in actual 
prejudice (loss of money, legal rights, or valuable property rights) to a
client or other person, unless restitution has been made; or

3. the attorney retains an active license to practice law in jurisdictions
other than the State of Illinois.

C. If permanent retirement status is granted, the Administrator and/or the
Inquiry Board shall close any pending disciplinary investigation of the
attorney. The Administrator may resume such investigations pursuant to
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Commission Rule 54 and may initiate additional investigations and
proceedings of the attorney as circumstances warrant.

(b) The Master Roll. The Administrator shall prepare a master roll of attorneys
consisting of the names of attorneys who have registered and have paid or are exempt
from paying the registration fee. The Administrator shall maintain the master roll in
a current status. At all times a copy of the master roll shall be on file in the office of
the clerk of the court. An attorney who is not listed on the master roll is not entitled
to practice law or to hold himself or herself out as authorized to practice law in this
state. An attorney listed on the master roll as on inactive or retirement status shall not
be entitled to practice law or to hold himself or herself out as authorized to practice
law in Illinois, except as is provided in paragraph (j) of this rule.

(c) Notice of Registration. On or before the first day of November of each year
the Administrator shall mail to each attorney on the master roll a notice that annual
registration is required on or before the first day of January of the following year. It
is the responsibility of each attorney on the master roll to notify the Administrator of
any change of address within 30 days of the change. Failure to receive the notice
from the Administrator shall not constitute an excuse for failure to register.

(d) Disclosure of Trust Accounts. As part of registering under this rule, each
lawyer shall identify any and all accounts maintained by the lawyer during the
preceding 12 months to hold property of clients or third persons in the lawyer’s
possession in connection with a representation, as required under Rule 1.15(a) of the
Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct, by providing the account name, account
number and financial institution for each account. For each account, the lawyer shall
also indicate whether each account is an IOLTA account, as defined in Rule
1.15(d)(i)(2) of the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct. If a lawyer does not
maintain a trust account, the lawyer shall state the reason why no such account is
required.

(e) Disclosure of Malpractice Insurance. As part of registering under this rule,
each lawyer shall disclose whether the lawyer has malpractice insurance on the date
of the registration, and if so, shall disclose the dates of coverage for the policy. The
Administrator may conduct random audits to assure the accuracy of information
reported. Each lawyer shall maintain, for a period of seven years from the date the
coverage is reported, documentation showing the name of the insurer, the policy
number, the amount of coverage and the term of the policy, and shall produce such
documentation upon the Administrator’s request. The requirements of this subsection
shall not apply to attorneys serving in the office of justice, judge, associate judge or
magistrate as defined in subparagraph (a)(4) of this rule on the date of registration.
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 (f) Disclosure of Voluntary Pro Bono Service. As part of registering under this
rule, each lawyer shall report the approximate amount of his or her pro bono legal
service and the amount of qualified monetary contributions made during the
preceding 12 months.

(1) Pro bono legal service includes the delivery of legal services or the provision
of training without charge or expectation of a fee, as defined in the following
subparagraphs:

(a) legal services rendered to a person of limited means;

(b) legal services to charitable, religious, civic, community, governmental
or educational organizations in matters designed to address the needs of
persons of limited means;

(c) legal services to charitable, religious, civic, or community
organizations in matters in furtherance of their organizational purposes; and

(d) training intended to benefit legal service organizations or lawyers who
provide pro bono services.

In a fee case, a lawyer’s billable hours may be deemed pro bono when the client
and lawyer agree that further services will be provided voluntarily. Legal services for
which payment was expected, but is uncollectible, do not qualify as pro bono legal
service.

(2) Pro bono legal service to persons of limited means refers not only to those
persons whose household incomes are below the federal poverty standard, but also
to those persons frequently referred to as the “working poor.” Lawyers providing pro
bono legal service need not undertake an investigation to determine client eligibility.
Rather, a good-faith determination by the lawyer of client eligibility is sufficient.

(3) Qualified monetary contribution means a financial contribution to an
organization as enumerated in subparagraph (1)(b) which provides legal services to
persons of limited means or which contributes financial support to such an
organization.

(4) As part of the lawyer’s annual registration fee statement, the report required
by subsection (f) shall be made by answering the following questions:

(a) Did you, within the past 12 months, provide any pro bono legal services
as described in subparagraphs (1) through (4) below? ____ Yes ____ No

If no, are you prohibited from providing legal services because of your
employment? ____ Yes ____ No

If yes, identify the approximate number of hours provided in each of the
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following categories where the service was provided without charge or
expectation of a fee:

(1) hours of legal services to a person/persons of limited means;

(2) hours of legal services to charitable, religious, civic, community,
governmental or educational organizations in matters designed to address the
needs of persons of limited means;

(3) hours of legal services to charitable, religious, civic or community
organizations in furtherance of their organizational purposes; and

(4) hours providing training intended to benefit legal service organizations
or lawyers who provide pro bono services.

Legal services for which payment was expected, but is not collectible, do not
qualify as pro bono services and should not be included.

(b) Have you made a monetary contribution to an organization which
provides legal services to persons of limited means or which contributes
financial support to such organization? ____ Yes ____ No

If yes, approximate amount: $_____.

(5) Information provided pursuant to this subsection (f) shall be deemed
confidential pursuant to the provisions of Rule 766, but the Commission may report
such information in the aggregate.

(g) Removal from the Master Roll. On February 1 of each year the
Administrator shall remove from the master roll the name of any person who has not
registered for that year. A lawyer will be deemed not registered for the year if the
lawyer has failed to provide trust account information required by paragraph (d) of
this rule or if the lawyer has failed to provide information concerning malpractice
coverage required by paragraph (e) or information on voluntary pro bono service
required by paragraph (f) of this rule. Any person whose name is not on the master
roll and who practices law or who holds himself or herself out as being authorized
to practice law in this state is engaged in the unauthorized practice of law and may
also be held in contempt of the court.

(h) Reinstatement to the Master Roll. An attorney whose name has been
removed from the master roll solely for failure to register and pay the registration fee
may be reinstated as a matter of course upon registering and paying the registration
fee prescribed for the period of his suspension, plus the sum of $25 per month for
each month that such registration fee is delinquent.

(i) No Effect on Disciplinary Proceedings. The provisions of this rule
pertaining to registration status shall not bar, limit or stay any disciplinary
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investigations or proceedings against an attorney except to the extent provided in
Rule 756(a)(9) regarding permanent retirement status.

(j) Pro Bono Authorization for Inactive and Retired Status Attorneys and
House Counsel. 

(1) Authorization to Provide Pro Bono Services. Notwithstanding the limitations
on practice for attorneys who register as inactive or retired as set forth in Rule
756(a)(5) or (a)(6), or for attorneys admitted as house counsel pursuant to Rule 716,
such an attorney shall be authorized to provide pro bono legal services under the
following circumstances:

(a) without charge or an expectation of a fee by the attorney;

(b) to persons of limited means or to organizations, as defined in paragraph
(f) of this rule; and 

(c) under the auspices of a sponsoring entity, which must be a not-for-profit
legal services organization, governmental entity, law school clinical program,
or bar association providing pro bono legal services as defined in paragraph
(f)(1) of this rule.

(2) Duties of Sponsoring Entities. In order to qualify as a sponsoring entity, an
organization must submit to the Administrator an application identifying the nature
of the organization as one described in section (j)(1)(c) of this rule and describing any
program for providing pro bono services which the entity sponsors and in which
retired or inactive lawyers or house counsel may participate. In the application, a
responsible attorney shall verify that the program will provide appropriate training
and support and malpractice insurance for volunteers and that the sponsoring entity
will notify the Administrator as soon as any attorney authorized to provide services
under this rule has ended his or her participation in the program. The organization is
required to provide malpractice insurance coverage for any retired or inactive lawyers
or house counsel participating in the program. To continue to qualify under this rule,
a sponsoring entity shall be required to submit an annual statement verifying the
continuation of any programs and describing any changes in programs in which
retired or inactive lawyers or house counsel may participate.

(3) Procedure for Attorneys Seeking Authorization to Provide Pro Bono
Services. An attorney registered as inactive or retired or admitted as house counsel
who seeks to provide pro bono services under this rule shall submit a statement to the
Administrator so indicating, along with a verification from a sponsoring entity or
entities that the attorney will be participating in a pro bono program under the
auspices of that entity. The attorney’s statement shall include the attorney’s
agreement that he or she will participate in any training required by the sponsoring
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entity and that he or she will notify the Administrator within 30 days of ending his
or her participation in a pro bono program. Upon receiving the attorney’s statement
and the entity’s verification, the Administrator shall cause the master roll to reflect
that the attorney is authorized to provide pro bono services. That authorization shall
continue until the end of the calendar year in which the statement and verification are
submitted, unless the lawyer or the sponsoring entity sends notice to the
Administrator that the program or the lawyer’s participation in the program has
ended.

(4) Renewal of Authorization. An attorney who has been authorized to provide
pro bono services under this rule may renew the authorization on an annual basis by
submitting a statement that he or she continues to participate in a qualifying program,
along with verification from the sponsoring entity that the attorney continues to
participate in such a program under the entity’s auspices and that the attorney has
taken part in any training required by the program.

(5) Annual Registration for Attorneys on Retired Status. Notwithstanding the
provisions of Rule 756(a)(6), a retired status attorney who seeks to provide pro bono
services under this rule must register on an annual basis, but is not required to pay a
registration fee.

(6) MCLE Exemption. The provisions of Rule 791 exempting attorneys from
MCLE requirements by reason of being registered as inactive or retired shall apply
to inactive or retired status attorneys authorized to provide pro bono services under
this rule, except that such attorneys shall participate in training to the extent required
by the sponsoring entity.

Adopted January 25, 1973, effective February 1, 1973; amended effective May 17,
1973, April 1, 1974, and February 17, 1977; amended August 9, 1983, effective
October 1, 1983; amended April 27, 1984, and June 1, 1984, effective July 1, 1984;
amended July 1, 1985, effective August 1, 1985; amended effective November 1, 1986;
amended December 1, 1988, effective December 1, 1988; amended November 20,
1991, effective immediately; amended June 29, 1999, effective November 1, 1999;
amended July 6, 2000, effective November 1, 2000; amended July 26, 2001, effective
immediately; amended October 4, 2002, effective immediately; amended June 15,
2004, effective October 1, 2004; amended May 23, 2005, effective immediately;
amended September 29, 2005, effective immediately; amended June 14, 2006, effective
immediately; amended September 14, 2006, effective immediately; amended March 26,
2008, effective July 1, 2008; amended July 29, 2011, effective September 1, 2011;
amended June 5, 2012, eff. immediately; amended June 21, 2012, eff. immediately;
amended Nov. 28, 2012, eff. immediately.

-15-



New Rule 10-101

Rule 10-101.  Standardized Forms

(a) The Illinois Supreme Court Commission on Access to Justice shall establish
a process to develop and approve standardized, legally sufficient forms for areas of
law and practice where the Commission determines that there is a high volume of
self-represented litigants and that standardized forms will enhance access to justice.

(b) The Commission shall establish a process for publication, review and
approval of any proposed standardized form in accordance with the Supreme Court’s
administrative order regarding standardized forms. 

(c) Standardized forms approved by the Commission may be used by any party
wherever they are applicable and must be accepted for filing and use by all courts. 

(d) Courts may not require that parties use an altered standardized form except
that a court may modify a standardized form order as necessary or appropriate to
adjudicate a particular issue, claim or action. 

(e)  A party may supplement a standardized court form with additional material
as long as the form is not altered. 

Adopted Nov. 28, 2012, eff. immediately.

Committee Comment

(November 28, 2012)

 

(a) This rule and the Court’s accompanying administrative order were adopted
to set out a formal process for the development, review and approval of standardized
forms for use in the Illinois courts. Utilizing standardized forms in areas of law and
practice where there is a high volume of self-represented litigants in the Illinois
courts will enhance access to justice for these litigants and at the same time will
improve the overall administration of justice. 

(b) An open and inclusive process for the development of standardized forms
will be necessary to achieve the goals of this rule. 

(c) Standardized forms can only be effective if they are required to be accepted
by all courts in the state. Technology and assistance that can make forms more user-
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friendly and accessible for people without lawyers and allow for necessary
translations into other languages and formats cannot be efficiently provided if there
are multiple variations of the same forms. 

(d) For the same reasons noted in comment (c), allowing courts to require
alterations of standardized forms would defeat the purposes of having standardized
forms. The one exception is for court orders where findings or particular rulings from
the court may need to be added to standard form orders. 

(e) In some cases, such as an action involving a written contract, an exhibit may
be necessary for a pleading to be legally sufficient. Litigants may wish to include
other exhibits or supporting information with a complaint or filing as well. For
privacy and other practical reasons, it also may be advisable that certain confidential,
personal or private information be submitted through a supplementary process rather
than included in a standardized form. All pleadings, exhibits or other supporting
information filed with the court must be consistent with the requirements of Supreme
Court Rule 15 (social security numbers in pleadings and related matters) and
Supreme Court Rule 138 (personal identity information).
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